
How Robert Dick Wilson Defended The Scriptures 

 

“So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom”  Psalms 90:12 

 

 

When the onslaught of devilish attacks upon the reliability of Scripture began about a century ago, God raised 

up a Bible-believing man who dedicated his life to defending the Word of God. Robert Dick Wilson (1856 - 1930), a 

scholar among scholars, mastered 45 ancient languages and dialects. He proved the absolute trustworthiness of the 

Scriptures. Here is his life story: “For forty-five years continuously, since I left college, I have devoted myself to the 

one great study of the Old Testament, in all its languages, in all its archaeology, in all its translations, and as far as 

possible in everything bearing upon its text and history. I tell you this so that you may see why I can and do speak as 

an expert. I may add that the result of my forty-five years of study of the Bible has led me all the time to a firmer 

faith that in the Old Testament we have a true historical account of the history of the Israelite people; and I have a 

right to commend this to some of those bright men and women who think that they can laugh at the old-time 

Christian and believer in the Word of God. I have claimed to be an expert. Have I the right to do so? Well, when I 

was in the Seminary I used to read my New Testament in nine different languages. I learned my Hebrew by heart, so 

that I could recite it without the intermission of a syllable; and the same with David, Isaiah and other parts of 

Scripture. As soon as I graduated from the Seminary, I became a teacher of Hebrew for a year and then I went to 

Germany. When I got to Heidelberg I made a decision. I decided — and I did it with prayer — to consecrate my life 

to the study of the Old Testament. I was twenty-five then; and I judged from the life of my ancestors that I should 

live to be seventy; so that I should have forty-five years to work. I divided the period into three parts. The first 

fifteen years I would devote to the study of the languages necessary. For the second fifteen I was going to devote 

myself to the study of the text of the Old Testament; and I reserved the last fifteen years for the work of writing the 

results of my previous studies and investigations, so as to give them to the world. And the Lord has enabled me to 

carry out that plan almost to a year.” 

 

One of the stirring moments in the experience of his students occurred when, after a dissertation on the 

complete trustworthiness of Scripture, the renowned scholar said with tears: "Young men, there are many mysteries 

in this life I do not pretend to understand, many things hard to explain. But I can tell you this morning with the 

fullest assurance that:               'Jesus loves me, this I know                For the Bible tells me so.' "  
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